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OPERATOR’S MANUAL 

 
Fork Extensions 

 
Safety Recommendations 

 
Fork Extensions are designed for the occasional need to handle large bulky loads.  An additional 
set of longer forks is often the better choice.  If fork extensions are to be used, good safety 
procedures must be followed.  The safety recommendations shown below are not intended to 
replace or supersede the forklift operator’s manual or the need to review and observe local, state 
and federal safety regulations. 
 

1) The overall length of the extension cannot exceed 1 ½ times the length of the fork – for 
example, the longest extension that can be used on 48” forks is 72”.  

 
2) The extension should be built to fit the particular width of the fork that is being used.  

The inside width of the extension must not exceed the width of the fork by more 
than ½”. 

3) Never pick up a load with the tip of the extension.  The center of the load must always 
be over the fork and should not exceed 50% of the length of the fork extension.  
For example, the load center with 48” forks (72” extensions) should not exceed  
36”. 

 
4) Be very careful not to overload the forklift.  The capacity of the forklift diminishes very 

rapidly as the load center is moved out from the back of the fork.  The forklift 
manufacturer should be able to provide a load chart showing maximum lift 
capacities at various load centers. 

 
5) Fork extensions are designed for light bulky loads.  If you have heavy loads or will be 

exceeding maximum allowed load center (36” for 72” fork extensions), you 
should consider longer forks in lieu of extensions. 

 


